1780-3]                  INTRODUCTION
the textile industries enhanced not only the wealth of t but also the prosperity of the working classes in distri had been the poorest and most backward.
Limits of space preclude any reference to the i wrought in the iron industry when coal and coke begs the place of wood in the smelting of that metal. It mi to say that, whereas the English iron industry had s danger of extinction, it now made giant strides ahead, the first iron bridge was erected at Coalbrookdale, Severn. Six years later Cort of Gosport obtained a ] converting pig-iron into malleable-iron by a new £ ditious process;1 and in 1790 the use of steam-engir blast furnaces trebled their efficiency. This and the for ence to the steam-engine will suffice to remind the rea enormous developments opened up in all manufactures skill and patience of Watt transformed a scientific to most important generator of power hitherto used by m
Thus, in the closing years of the eighteenth cent much despised century, which really produced nearly al inventions that the over-praised nineteenth century was develop—the Industrial Revolution entered on its secc The magnets which thenceforth irresistibly attracted and therefore population, were coal and iron. Accor Great Britain had abundance of these minerals in c] imity, she was able in a very short space of time to be workshop of the world. The Eldorado dreamt of by the of Columbus was at last found in the Midlands and r of the north of England. For the present, the discover no curse with it. While multiplying man's powers, it a